
Catechesis on Divine Mercy Sunday: God’s Mercy, Source of New Births  
 

Dear Holy People of God,  
 
Jesus Christ is Risen, Alleluia!  
 

1. This Sunday, the Church invites us to enter into the experience of God’s 
Mercy, Divine Mercy. In the Second Reading for this Sunday’s Liturgy, St 
Peter writes: “Blessed be God the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who in 
his great mercy has given us a new birth, by raising Jesus Christ from the 
dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that 
can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept 
for you in the heavens” (1 Peter 1:3-4). 
 

2. In his great mercy God has given us new birth! What does this mean? 
What is St Peter assuming with this statement? Probably reflecting about 
his own life, Peter must have remembered the incident on Holy 
Thursday/Good Friday, when he had denied Jesus. Peter, acting out of 
fear, had failed to stand by his friend and master, when Jesus needed him 
the most, at Jesus’ most vulnerable hour. But that was not to be the end 
of the story. The Risen Lord is in the business of new births. He says to 
Peter, “Simon, Son of John, do you love me more than these others?” 
(John 21:15-17). Jesus gives Peter a new lease on his life, entrusting him 
again with the mandate to lead the Church of Christ.  
 

3. Given this background, when Peter says that God’s great mercy in Christ 
has given us a new birth, it is more of an autobiographical statement. 
Peter can tell from firsthand, that, yes, God’s mercy gave him a new birth. 
God’s mercy gave him the opportunity to begin again. After he so 
spectacularly failed Jesus, the Lord did not rule Peter out. The Risen Lord 
did not give up on Peter. And from this new birth, this Easter birthing, 
Peter will not only go on to become a very eloquent preacher of the 
Gospel, he would in fact, lay down his life for the Gospel, crucified, as 
tradition tells us, on the hill on which now stands, St Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome, the Mother of all the Churches.  
 



4. Dear Holy People, the figure of Peter is a good reminder of what happens 
to us, when we allow ourselves to be touched by God’s mercy, which is 
God’s underserved offer of forgiveness. Like Peter, we are weighed down 
and burdened by past failures whose ghosts continue to hunt us. How 
often do we regret things we did in the past, and continue to feel the 
cloud of guilt hanging over us, depriving us of inner joy and peace? 
Sometimes, even after having gone for the Sacrament of Confession, we 
continue to feel guilty. We continue to feel as if God is having a grudge 
against us for sins we have already confessed. It is important to 
remember that God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Confession is not 
contingent on our feelings, but on the truth that God forgives the 
repentant sinner in Christ Jesus. It is the Blood of Jesus Christ that 
cleanses away sin, not our feelings about sin. For some, we go through 
life even indifferent to God, caught up in a worldview in which we live for 
the now and the now only. God appears remote if not absent, and when 
suddenly, all comes to a halt as things are now with the pandemic of the 
COVID 19, we are unsure of what to make of life.   
 

5. Divine Mercy! God is Rich in Mercy! And it is precisely God’s mercy that 
saves us, erasing the past, giving strength for the present and hope for 
the future. There is no sin we might have committed that God cannot 
forgive. God forgives all sins, whenever we turn to God in a spirit of 
repentance. In the devotion to the Divine Mercy in the form revealed to 
St Faustina by Our Lord and vastly promoted by the great pope St John 
Paul II, we are invited to live out the ABC of Mercy: A = ASK for Mercy; B 
= BE Merciful; C = COMPLETELY Trust in God’s Mercy. I wish to propose 
this devotion anew to all of us. It is wonderful to pray the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, as individuals and as families. I encourage all to pray the 
Chaplet of Mercy, especially this weekend, and going forward. May God 
look down with mercy on our world, and grant us relief from this 
Coronavirus. Please pray the Chaplet of Mercy for the health and safety 
of all nurses and doctors from our Ste Anne’s parish family. Many 
members from the Cameroon and Filipino communities work in health 
care. I ask that the whole parish prays fervently for them during this 
weekend of Divine Mercy. JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU! (Fr Maurice).  

 


